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IMPORTANCE OF .... DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Gemara(Chulin 91b) derives frompaa omax oown that alf| The Gemara(Pesachinil17b) describes Avrohom'’s speciaby
Talmid Chochommay not go out alone at night, since Avrohptmat the firstorochoin Shemona Esreends with his name. The
waited untilapa to rise. Tosafosquestions this derivation, singlegChayei Adam(24:2) states that if after one sagsiax yn, he
Avrohom was not alone on his way to tAkeidah and could]| realizes that he said the entibeocho without mms, he mus
certainly have risen earlier. Besides, was he not on the wa) teadly start theShemona Esredver, since one cannot bey
mitzvahh which would certainly have protected himT@safog| without sayingmax with mms. However, since havingmo is
therefore suggests that temaras derivation is not from thg considered difficult today, he will probably be unsuccessful the
“oman oown” of the Akeidahbut rather that of his rising alone[j®™ time, and so should just continue. (If he hasn't yet [said
davenon behalf of Sodonmlosafosn Yuma(28a) confirms thisl| Boruch Atah Hashephe must return t&lokai Avraham The
concluding that Avrohom was notasn nv5w during his plea folf| Biur Halacha (101) asks how we can allow him to exacerljate
Sodom, asHashemdid not really want him talavenon their|f| his failure to concentrate by saying mdrerachos(probably
behalf. He therefore had to wait until morning to begin. | lithout mms) where he will not b&sy withoutmax in any case
would Hashemnot want Avrohom to intercede on Sodorfj"$Vhat he should do, thRiur Halachasuggests, is to remain sfjll
behalf ? ThezZohar (x 124) relates that R’ Acha once came tentil \’'wn ntn, at which time he will b&sy with themax of the
the village of Tarsha. When the residents heard that he was|{l@nazzanand continue the rest on his owrabia Omer(n"x
they rushed to see him, notifying him that many of their pep@e.0) questions this, since if one pauses long enough i the
had died and were dying. R’ Acha immediately gave instrucfjongldle of Shemona Esreio have finished, he must start oyer

that ten men of integrity assemble on each of the four sides pfthen he resumesShulchan Aruchn™x 104:5). He therefor
village and recite the sections of tlierah dealing withnwop || rules with theChayei Adamsuggesting that if one missem»
andmmap. After doing so three times, the ended. Later, R during max, he should have extrans at ov1n. Also, if one is
Acha felt weak, and while dozing, he heard a voice saying: “[ltnavelling and fears he won'’t be able to hawes on the €.9)
that you have saved their bodies, you must convince them |fdds, he may refrain, even if he will miss tpe and be forced t]r
Teshuvahand save their souls”. R’ Acha awoke and managédniake up ther>sn later. He may also take a chance, trdaoen
persuade them to repent. Had Avrohom been successful in : awitty s, and if unsuccessfullavena ymbwn later. TheChida
Sodom, he too would have been responsible to persuadeathéses saying eaditochoin a single breath to help withmo.

Sodomites to repent, a formidable task to say the least. P¢ Fifesson Can Be Learned From:

|
here was a time when Jews were restricted from acquiring property
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Hashendid not wish to encumber Avrohom with such a burdg

QU ESTl ON OF TH E WEEK or residing in the city of Petersberg, but many Jews managed to evade
When would one be advised to interr@ftemona Esreivalk to the restriction, by finding an official who was susceptible to “protektzia’

a different spot and then resume where he left off, even t ba Hribery. A local Meshumad delighted in reporting these Jews to the
there was nothing wrong with his original spot ? authorities. R' Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor met this Meshumad one day

and berated him for being a “"Moser - betraying his fellow Jews. The

AN SWER TO LAST WEEK Moser argued that by reporting acts of bribery etc.. he was obeying

(When could one hire someone, planning not to pay?him Russian law, which he was obligated to do under the Halachic rule of

The Pischei Teshuval{t» 261:4) quotes an opinion of [’™>T xm350T &7 (local law is binding). R' Yitzchok Elchanan replied:
Yaakov Emden that if no one can afford to paMahel to “Rashi says that on the day that the Malochim arrived in Sodom, Lot

. L . .+ . . had been appointed to be Sodom's judge. Why is this significant ?
perform aBris and the Mohel insists on being paid, it [ Chazaltell us how evil the Sodomites were, and how barbaric their laws

permitted to fool him by promising payment and not deliverinf were. One wonders how they were able to exist under such laws. It

D|N'S CORNER must be that just as here in Russia, it was necessary to bribe the

. . . . officials, and such became the norm. Lot, however, was raised by
A nnon M3 IS formed by placing an> (pOSt) on either side ¢ Avraham, in an honest and ethical way. He would certainly not accept
an opening and stretchingna (rope, WIre or pQS'F) across fro bribes, and would see to it that Sodom's laws were obeyed. How would
the top o_f onen? to the other. /n nan MY IS SuffICIen_tmmn Wl Sodom exist if all its laws were strictly enforced ? Therefore Rashj tells
to establish awnn. If an Eruv QOUSIStS_ of one, and either m. us that Lot had been appointed only that day, and when Hashem saw
or a> comes do"‘.’”’ th&ruvis invalidated a.nd the populatig Mhow Lot was prepared to enforce such laws, Hashem immediately
must be notified. Since today, many are lax in the lawssi, ‘ dispatched a Maloch to destroy Sodom !"
some opinions advise against a general broadcast sq=ha
transgressions remaimwa. However, those who are known [tqP, S. Mazel Tov and much Nachas to the Zelcer family who sponsor
be scrupulous should be told personallykgn Eruvin5:1) Sholosh Seudos this week in honor of their son Josh’s Bar Mitzvah.
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