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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Bava Basra 100b) states that if one sells his burial
plot, his relatives can come forward after his death, seize the plot
from the buyer (after refunding the purchase price) and bury the
deceased in his original plot to avoid a ��� - a potential
embarrassment to the ���
. Torah Temimah and others explain
that for this reason, Yaakov piled up all the money he had earned
from Lavan and gave it to Eisav, buying out Eisav’s right to
burial in ������ ���� (see Rashi on �� �����). Presumably, the
over-payment was intended to prevent Eisav from doing exactly
what the Gemara said he could. But what guarantee did Yaakov
have ? The Gemara (ibid 112a) says that Elazar HaKohen was
buried on a hill owned by his son Pinchas. In considering how
Pinchas came to own the hill, the Gemara rules out the
possibility that Pinchas bought it, because if he had, the hill
would revert back to its original owners on Yovel, leaving Elazar
buried on property that did not belong to his family, which was
undesirable. Why was Yaakov not as concerned over Eisav’s
intentions, particularly since we know Eisav did try to prevent
Yaakov’s burial there ? Rashi (Kesubos 84a) explains that the
embarrassment of not having a family plot is two-fold: allowing
a stranger to be buried with the family, and the family member
being forced into burial elsewhere. The ������� ��
� suggests that
since ������ ���� only had room for the four ����   (couples),
once the last spot was taken, there would no longer be room for
anyone else, least of all a stranger, to be buried there. As such, it
would be clear to all that, as there was no room left, Eisav could
not be buried there, eliminating the fear of ���, and rendering the
purchase a final one. Therefore, Yaakov wanted to make the
purchase a spectacle, to publicize the details. Still, it did not deter
Eisav from trying to regain the plot, at the last possible moment.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
Which brocho presents an antithesis to Darwinist evolution ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(When must one say the same brocho several times in a row ?)

The Magen Avraham (�”�� 224:10) quotes the Radvaz who says
in the name of the Raavad that if one sees several kings on one
day, he must say a separate brocho for each one that he hadn’t
seen in the last 30 days.

DIN'S CORNER:
One may not refuse to hand over someone’s property if the
owner demands it of him, and one may certainly not take
property from someone, even if he intends to replace it with
something better. If someone is in a �
�� and fears for his (or his
family’s) life, he may also not steal, but he may take what he
needs with the intention to repay it, since nothing takes
precedence over saving lives. (Shulchan Aruch �”�� 359:1-4)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Berachos 12b) states that the Posuk: ���� ��	 ���
from Parshas Balak was not included in Krias Shema because
�
�
�� �� �
��� �	� �
�� ���…�	�� �� - we may not stop (or
start) at a point in the Torah that Moshe did not mark as the end
of a Parsha, (i.e. with either a “�” or a “�”), thereby precluding
the addition of this one Posuk to the Shema. The Magen
Avraham (�”�� 282) explains that we may stop at the designated
Aliyos on Shabbos because all 7 are considered as one Aliyah,
since only one set of Birchos HaTorah were customarily said in
the time of the Talmud. The Gemara (Megilah 22a) adds that we
may also not begin or end within two Pesukim of a Parsha, to
avoid confusion. Tosafos asks: what about ����, which starts two
Pesukim into a Parsha ? Tosafos answers that ���� is  well-
known so there would likely be no confusion. The 	� ����	

(3:87) wonders why no one asks about ����
��, the piece read
on the last 6 days of Pesach for Maftir, which begins in the
middle of a Parsha, is not part of the main ����
, and starts two
Pesukim in from the start of the Parsha. He answers by stating
that VaYechi seems to have started a Posuk later than it should
have, as the last Posuk in VaYigash (‘ ��� ����� ���� ���	� �	��)
appears to be naturally connected to the first Posuk in VaYechi
(‘ ��� ����� ���� �
�� ����). How then may we start reading
VaYechi at this point, right in the middle ? It must be because the
rule restricting mid-Parsha starts does not apply to something
read so seldom. The same would be true with ����
��, which is
only read this way on a few days of Pesach. However, the Posuk
���� ��	 ���, which would have been included in Krias Shema
twice every day, could definitely  not be allowed. Why doesn’t
VaYechi begin with the last Posuk in VaYigash, ���	� �	�� ?  The
	� ����	 answers, because we already have a Parsha called �	�� .

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
$�EXVLQHVVPDQ�FRPSODLQHG�WR�WKH�&KDVDP�6RIHU�WKDW�KH�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ
FKHDWHG� E\� D� UHOLJLRXV� -HZ�� ´$OO� \RX� UHOLJLRXV� -HZV� DUH� FKHDWV� �µ� KH
H[FODLPHG��7KH�&KDVDP�6RIHU�VDW�KLP�GRZQ�DQG�WROG�KLP��7KHUH�ZDV�D
NQRFN�RQ�D�PDQ·V�GRRU�RQH�QLJKW��:KHQ�KH�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU��KH�VDZ
WZR�SROLFHPHQ��ZKR�VDLG�WKH\�ZHUH�KHUH�WR�VHL]H�FHUWDLQ�SURSHUW\�RI�KLV
IRU�IDLOXUH�WR�SD\�KLV�WD[HV��7KH�PDQ�REMHFWHG��WDNLQJ�RXW�KLV�WD[�UHFHLSWV
DQG�VKRZLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKH�RIILFHUV��7KH�SROLFHPHQ�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�PDQ�ZDV
IUHH�WR�FRPH�LQ�WR�WKH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��VKRZ�KLV�UHFHLSWV
DQG�JHW�KLV�SURSHUW\�EDFN��7KH�RIILFHU�JDYH�KLP�D� UHFHLSW� OLVWLQJ�ZKDW
WKH\�WRRN��DQG�OHIW��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ��WKH�PDQ�UXVKHG�WR�WKH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ
ZLWK�KLV�UHFHLSWV��EXW�IRXQG�WKDW�QR�RQH�NQHZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WZR�FRSV
VHL]LQJ�KLV� SURSHUW\� WKH� QLJKW� EHIRUH�� $V� WKH� VZLQGOH� EHFDPH� FOHDUHU�
WKH�PDQ�EHJDQ�VKRXWLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�FKHDWHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH��DQG�WKDW�DOO
FRSV� DUH� FURRNV�� 7KH� SROLFH� VHUJHDQW� JUDEEHG� KLP� DQG� VDLG� ´<RX
REYLRXVO\� GRQ·W� EHOLHYH� WKDW�� \RX� ZHUH� ZLOOLQJ� WR� OHW� WKHP� WDNH� \RXU
SURSHUW\�ZLWKRXW�D�ZDUUDQW�RU�FDOOLQJ� WKH�VWDWLRQ��:K\�"�%HFDXVH�\RX
WUXVW�WKH�SROLFH��7KRVH�WZR�ODVW�QLJKW�ZHUH�QRW�SROLFH��µ�+HUH�WRR��WKH
&KDVDP�6RIHU�FRQFOXGHG��WKH�PDQ�ZKR�FKHDWHG�\RX�ZDV�QRW�UHOLJLRXV�

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Grunwald family.


