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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Rambam (����� 4:6) states that it was customary in Spain
and Shinar (Iraq?) for one who was in a state of ����� not to
daven until he washed his entire body in water, to comply with
the words of the Posuk: ���	� ��
��� ���
� ����. The source for
this rule would seem to be the commentary of the Ibn Ezra on the
Posuk: �������	 ������� ������ ... ��
� ���� �� �����, in which
he explains Yaakov’s request to his household that they maintain
a clean body and clean clothing before approaching Hashem. The
Gemara (Shabbos 10a) states that Rava was careful to put on
socks before davening, in fulfillment of ...��
��� ���
� ����.
However, the Rambam (ibid 5:5), in describing how one is to
prepare one’s appearance before beginning to daven, states that
first one is to arrange one’s clothing, then ����� ���� ����� - one
distinguishes and beautifies oneself, as derived from the Posuk:
	��
 ����� ‘�� ����	�. The Lechem Mishna (ibid 5:5) asks, why
did the Rambam suddenly use a different Posuk ?  The Gemara
(Berachos 30b) derives that one must daven seriously (	�� ����)
from 	��
 ����� ‘�� ����	�, where the word ����� (with
beauty) is changed to ����� (with awe). The Gemara asks,
perhaps the word should remain ����� and be used to explain
why R’ Yehuda would be ����� himself before davening. Rashi
explains that he would be �	
� (decorate) himself. As such,
when the Gemara says that Rava put on socks so as not to daven
barefoot, he was indeed fulfilling ��
��� ���
� ���� - doing the
minimum required in order to daven. However, R’ Yehuda, in
distinguishing himself with special clothing, was adding a
decorative element to his preparations, to fulfill 	��
 �����. It
was this ���� ����� that the Rambam was referring to.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
May a teacher of 	��
 ������ take off time from teaching in order
to do another mitzvah (e.g. attend a �
���) if the substitute will
not teach the students as well ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Which meal must a husband and wife eat together ?)

The Shulchan Aruch (�"�� 70:2) rules that a husband may supply
his wife with the food that he is required to support her with, and
have her live and eat separately from him, except for the Friday
night meal which he must eat with her.

DIN'S CORNER:
If someone chanced upon a group that is about to bentsch, he
must answer ��� at the conclusion of the ���� , when both the �� �

(leader) and the others say  ….��	� �
���	 ����. According to the
Levush, those who are part of the ����  need not answer ���. If the
newcomer heard the �� � say ��	� �
���	 (�

��) ���
,  he must
then respond with: ��� ����� ���� ��	 ������ (�

��) ����.
(Shulchan Aruch �"�� 198).

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Gittin 29a) states that if a husband says to two
people "give my wife a Get" or to three people "write a Get and
give it to my wife", it is understood that they should write the
Get and deliver it for him, but they may not appoint an agent to
do it for them. Abaye explains that this is because the husband
would not be pleased if other people discovered that he was
incapable of writing the Get himself, and needed to appoint an
agent to do it for him. Tosafos asks, why may they not appoint an
agent to just deliver it ? There would be no ���� ��� � in that !
Tosafos answers 1) since they must write it, delivery was also
included; and 2) a delivery agent might suspect that the husband
did not write it if he is tasked by someone else. The �� ����

explains Tosafos’ two answers as follows: the first answer holds
that when the Torah said ���� ��
� …�� ����, the Torah intended
to obligate the husband himself in writing and delivering the Get.
Therefore he would be embarrassed if people discovered that he
cannot write it, and he would also be embarrassed if people saw
that he is not fulfilling the mitzvah of delivering the Get himself,
since we know that ����	�� ���� �� ����. The second answer of
Tosafos presumes that �� ���� is an obligation for the scribe, not
the husband. Therefore, the husband would not mind if people
knew he didn't write it. However, he would still be embarrassed
to show that he was not interested in fulfilling the delivery
himself, and it would certainly not be flattering to the wife.
Therefore his agents may not appoint a delivery agent. This ����

may explain why Eisav initially refused to accept Yaakov's gifts,
delivered by an agent, when Yaakov was just behind them.
However, he overcame his reluctance when Yaakov told him:
���� ���
� ��
�� - take the gifts from my hand.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
5·�1RFKXP�RI�&KHUQRE\O�ZDV�WKH�TXLQWHVVHQWLDO��
����GHYRWLQJ�KLV�OLIH
WR�WKH�PLW]YDK�RI�����	��������ZKLFK�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�NHSW�KLP�YHU\�EXV\
DV�KH�ZHQW�IURP�RQH�EHQHIDFWRU�WR�DQRWKHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UDLVH�IXQGV�IRU
WKH� PDQ\� -HZV� XQMXVWO\� LPSULVRQHG�� 2QFH�� ZKHQ� KH� ZDV� LQ� =LWRPLU�
RSSRQHQWV�RI�KLV�ZRUN�XQMXVWO\�DFFXVHG�KLP�RI�VRPH�FULPH��IRU�ZKLFK
KH�ZDV� WKURZQ� LQWR� SULVRQ��2QH�RI� KLV� YLVLWRUV� UDLVHG� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI
KRZ�VRPHRQH� OLNH�KLP��ZKRVH� OLIH�ZRUN�ZDV�GHYRWHG� WR� IUHHLQJ�-HZV
IURP�VXFK�FDODPLW\��FRXOG�EH�PDGH�WR�VXIIHU� LW�KLPVHOI��'R�QRW�&KD]DO
VD\�UHJDUGLQJ�1HFKXQLD�WKH�ZHOO�GLJJHU��WKDW�RQH·V�SULPDU\�PLW]YDK�ZLOO
QHYHU� EH� D� VRXUFH� RI� PLVIRUWXQH� IRU� KLP� "� 5·� 1RFKXP� UHSOLHG� WKDW
+DVKHP� WROG� $YURKRP� $YLQX� WR� OHDYH� KLV� IDWKHU·V� KRXVH� HWF��� DQG
ZDQGHU�� ZLWKRXW� VSHFLI\LQJ� ZKHUH� KH� VKRXOG� JR�� VR� WKDW� $YURKRP
ZRXOG� H[SHULHQFH� ILUVW�KDQG� ZKDW� LW� ZDV� OLNH� WR� EH� D� ZD\IDUHU�
GHSHQGHQW�RQ� WKH�NLQGQHVV�RI�RWKHUV��7KLV�SHUVRQDO� H[SHULHQFH�ZRXOG
KHOS�KLP�LQ�KLV�&KHVHG�ZRUN��´,� WRRµ�FRQWLQXHG�5·�1RFKXP��´FDQ�RQO\
EHQHILW�IURP�VSHQGLQJ�VRPH�WLPH�KHUH��LQ�RUGHU�WKDW� ,�PD\�H[SHULHQFH
ILUVW�KDQG�ZKDW�LW�LV�WKDW�,�VSHQG�VR�PXFK�WLPH�WU\LQJ�WR�SUHYHQW�µ

P.S. Mazel Tov and much Nachas to both the Rubin and Schmerhold
families on the birth �”��	� of a daughter, to each of them. Sholosh
Seudos sponsored this week by the Tyberg family. ���� �� on 
”	��.


