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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Bava Basra 9a) states that when the Beis
HaMikdash stood, a man was able to effect ���� by donating a
Shekel for the daily Korbanos. Today, however, if a man gives
Tzedaka he will be well; if he doesn't, then idolaters will come
and take away money that should have been given to Tzedaka.
Yet, that money will still be regarded as having been given to
charity. The TAZ (�"�� 249:1) notes that even so, such money is
in the category of having paid one's debts with Tzedaka, which is
forbidden. Although one may use Tzedaka (Maaser money) to
purchase Aliyos, it must have been his intention to do so when
making the purchase. Otherwise, paying for them later with
Maaser money is also forbidden as the paying of a debt. The
Rambam (���
� ��
�� 10:27) rules that one should rather employ
the Jewish poor and orphaned instead of the descendants of
Cham. The Tur (�"�� 251) adds the words "�
�� �� �	���" when
describing one who employs such people. May one use his
Tzedaka money to pay employees ? The Shvus Yaakov (2:85)
was asked by one who wished to hire a servant to oversee his
house, if it would be permitted for him to pay extra for someone
experienced who was familiar with the special Halachos of
Jewish households, and take the extra money from Maaser,
based on the words of the Tur. The Shevus Yaakov held that the
Tur did not intend his words to suggest that paying wages could
be deemed Tzedaka. It was simply the use of a phrase taken from
the Torah where the Posuk says: "�
�� �� ��	���", and the word
�
�� means merit, not charity. So too, although one performs a
mitzvah in employing, he may not use Maaser money for it.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
If one begins Shemona Esrei and suddenly realizes that he hadn't
said Shema yet, and the time to say it will pass before he has a
chance to finish Shemona Esrei, what should he do ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(When may one kill a potential source of embarrassment  ?)

The Piskei Uziel (52) rules that if a woman is pregnant with a
� ��, she and the father are empowered to abort the child prior to
the onset of labor in order to avoid the embarrassment and
application of  ����� ��� �	�� �	� 	��� ���� to them.

DIN'S CORNER:
It is permitted to make tape recordings of speeches, events etc…
even though Pesukim and Berachos will be recorded, with the
understanding that the tape will only be played back in a clean
place. However, a 	�
 ��� will be strict and not do so. Yet, even a
	�
 ��� need not be strict if the recording was made to review
learning or to remember his Chasunah.  (Igros Moshe �"�� 2:142)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Pischei Teshuva (�"�� 252:1) discusses the obligation one has
to save someone in danger, quoting the Yad Eliyahu (43) who
concludes that a Talmid Chochom is not permitted to endanger
himself to save an Am HaAretz, even where the Am HaAretz is in
definite life-threatening danger and the Talmid Chochom is only
in 
�� danger. As such, how was Avrohom permitted to go out
and rescue Lot ? The Gemara (Sotah 44b) records a Machlokes
concerning a war whose purpose is to preemptively eliminate the
enemy, thus preventing them from attacking the Jews. According
to R' Yehudah such a war is a ���� ����� (obligatory) while
according to the Chachomim it is only a ��	� ����� (voluntary).
The Meiri comments that if it is known that the enemy is
preparing itself for war with the Jews, then even the Chachomim
would agree that it takes on the nature of a ���� �����. The
Midrash (Pesikta D'R' Eliezer 27) describes the sixth of
Avrohom's trials, which was the war with the four kings, quoting
Amrafel as saying "First we will conquer his nephew (Lot) and
then we will conquer him". As such, Avrohom had every right to
go out and endanger himself since to do so was a ���� ����� - to
preempt the attack which the kings were preparing against him.
Everyone must go out to such a war. The Panim Yafos asks why
the Posuk says: ��	�  �	���� ��� �� ��� - that Lot was also
returned (i.e. saved). Wasn't saving Lot the reason Avrohom
went out to war in the first place ? According to the Gevuras
Yitzchok however, we see that Avrohom had gone out to fight a
���� �����, not simply to rescue Lot, necessitating the "also".
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P.S. Sholosh Sedos sponsored this week by the Schoenfeld family.


