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IMPORTANCE OF .... DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

read thePosuk: myy may myn xsnn v m, he would weep) one may build a tannery outside the city (due to its stench) o
saying: misy myd 1 Noson 127w T1ay — [there is no hope for] |aside except the west side, becauseSeehinah is on that sid
servant upon whom a master arranges affliction. R’ Shimgii{ae. we face west duringdavening). R’ Yishmael disagree
from Ostropoli explains why R’ Yochanan in particular wagf| soaintaining that we mayaven in any direction since th
distressed by thi®osuk. The Gemara (Berachos 5a) discussef Shechinah is everywhere. R’ Yehoshua ben Levi sides with
the characteristics gfno» (afflictions). One opinion holds thatfgAkiva, but he also advises that one should face south d
sign ofnanx bw pyo» (afflictions brought on byHashem's love) |[| davening, becauseo T o»>mw nsn — one who seeks wisdo
is that nonmn 9w will result from them, while another opinignshould face south. How can one face west and south 1
holds that the sign is if nm>sn 11 results. R’ Yochanan holgsGemara answers that one should face west, but turn slight
that afflictions can b@anx bw ymvo» even if they causew»a of ||| the south. TheShulchan Aruch (n"~ 94) and Rema rule
77N andn>an. Just as where a master puts out the eye or fjpattording to the Gemara in Berachos (30a) which says that we
of his slave, the slave goes free, how much more true is it fatéfto face Eretz Yisroel during davening, which is generally east

The Gemara (Chagigah 5a) states that when R’ Yochanan wolliliihe Gemara (Bava Basra 25a) quotes R’ Akiva’'s opinion thEt

one’s entire body is racked wiftmo», that his pain will free hi
of his sins. Resh Lakish derives the same lesson from a»,
using the word 11", which is stated with reference tomo»
and also with reference to salt. Just as salt “sweetens” me
removing the blood), so too dowo» purge one of sin. Howev
a slave only goes free if his master actually puts out his €}
tooth, not if he just causes it. Therefore, says R’ Yochanan,

ategoern side of a Shul, one is still required to face east during

for Western countries, and Magen Avraham (ibid 5) states that if
one wishes, he should face east and turn dightly south. Magen
Avraham aso states that if the Aron HaKodesh is not on the

,davening. The Netziv suggests in 7271 2>wn (1:10) that custom
alaes not follow this Magen Avraham because people dor
digtinguish between &ul where theAron is in the east, as

Pyo» are dispensed biflashem, they will purge sin; if they arg should be, and where it is not. 3wl wanted to move théron
dispensed by another, even dugdishem's o anon, they will
not cleanse one of sin, and remain simptyo». According tol| They also claimed that a church was now visible through
Resh Lakish however, salt sweetens regardless of how freastern windows. Théletziv forbade them to move tharon,
whom it was applied. As such, R’ Yochanan was disturbed |ppased on thdagen Avraham, andnwyymn »»T of those who paid
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from the east wall to the south in order to acquire more rpom.

the

master who isvsmn (arrangesmisy mya because they are
MR Sv. Similarly, OMX DYTAY DMINN WK DN N NPN)
implies affliction meted out by Mitzrayim, nétashem, which
would be unfortunate according to R’ Yochanan. Therefore
Posuk concludes»ma nx ) — Hashem remembers Res
Lakish’'sDrasha using ‘m 1", which purges sin in all cases.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

What connection is there betwed?tarshas Vayigash, Rosh
Chodesh Shevat, and the severity of the winter weather ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:

(When would a victorious defendant reimburse some court costs ?)

Shulchan Aruch (n"n 14:5) rules that a defendant need not pay
the plaintiff’'s court costs unless he refused to comBete Din,
and the good faith plaintiff spent money to get him therschei
Teshuvah says the defendant reimburses this, even if he won

DIN’'S CORNER:

A tenant who rents a house for a specified term may ng
removed by the landlord during the term, even if the landlord
nowhere else to live. If the landlord sells the house, the buye
has no right to remove the tenant until the term ends, I

landlord need not renew his lease upon expiratintn §12:1)

hto be near théron. The churchwasnotaproblembecause &hul
is a separate building. We see that Moshe did not leave th
until the plague ofrma. Until then, he had undoubtedly be
titenn in aShul, regardless of thAvodah Zarah outside.
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A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
A man who had succumbed to the influences of the Haskalah had
occasion to endage the Ruzhiner Rebbe in a conversation. The Maskil
brazenly pointed out how the leaders of earlier generations had all led
lives of privation, while the Chasidic Rebbes were now treated like
royalty, holding court in palaces and being driven around in fancy horse-
drawn carriages. How could the Rebbe justify this ? The Ruzhiner replied
that there were three types of people that gave money to a Rebbe: his
Chasidim, other BaaleiBatim and sinners. The Chasidim want to make
sure the Rebbe can properly perform mitzvos so their donations are
intended by them and used for sacred purposes, to purchase an Esrog,
Matzos etc.. and to give Tzedakah. Other BaaleiBatim want the Rebbe to
bless them with Aarnasah and the ability to support a family in these
difficult times, so their donations are used to support the meager
personal needs of the Rebbe's family. The sinners think that they can
bribe the Rebbe with money and that he will somehow “forgive" them
for their sins, believing him to be some sort of king. What appropriate
use is there for such money that conforms with the donor's intention,
offer than to build royal-like surroundings ? In earlier generations,
IRabbes were fortunate to be sought out exclusively by Chasidim,
ing them into personal lives of privation. Today however, sinners are
l y?:ar the largest group taking up a Rebbe's time. This is why so much

f the Adyon money seems to end up as colonnades and carriages.

‘ P S Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sheli family.
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