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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 30b) relates that R’ Yishmael met a
man on the road who was resting, with a bundle of wood at his
feet. When the man asked R’ Yishmael to help him load the wood
onto his back, R’ Yishmael, rather than degrade himself, paid the
man for the wood and then rendered it ownerless - Hefker. The
man, seeing how it was now ownerless, seized the wood, took
possession and repeated his request. After R’ Yishmael paid him
again and rendered it Hefker, the man attempted to seize it again
so R’ Yishmael told him: "I have made it Hefker for everyone,
except for you". When the Gemara questions if such a declaration
can work, the Gemara concludes that R’ Yishmael did not hold
back but rather made it Hefker to all. However, he said words to
fool the man into stopping his seizure of the wood. But in so
doing, didn’t he lie ? The Sefer Chasidim (126) states that if one is
approached for a loan and does not trust the would-be borrower to
repay it, he may not say "I have no money", because the only
Heter to say a lie (to keep the peace) is if the lie is on something
in the past. However, the Gemara (Kesubos  17a) records a
Machlokes between Bais Shammai who insists that one must
describe a bride as she really is to fulfill: 
��� �
	 ���� whereas
Bais Hillel allows one to say: ������ ��
 ��� - a pleasant bride,
even if untrue. Does not this lie concern not the past, but the
present ? Rav Pe’alim (�"�� 1) suggests that 1) the bride may have
at least one pleasant attribute; or 2) as the Gemara does not say:
��
 �  ���, one may say ������ ��
 ��� while thinking of another
bride or of brides in general. So too with R’ Yishmael, where:
��
��
�� �� ��� could mean that he made it Hefker for everyone,
not just for this man, regardless of his (mis)understanding

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
May/must one fulfill the mitzvah of Bikur Cholim where the
illness is a contagious one, putting the visitor at risk ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(May one pass by one Shul to earn ������ ��	 from going to one further away ?)
The Sdei Chemed (� 103) brings the opinion of the Zera Yaakov
that ������ �� ������� ��� only applies where the mitzvah is
immediately available without requiring any further preparation.
The Har Tzvi (�"�� 1:53) suggests that passing by a Shul does not
present an immediate mitzvah, since one must still go into the
Shul. As such, the earning of ������ ��	 would prevail.

DIN’S CORNER:
When Rosh Chodesh Adar falls on Shabbos, three Sifrei Torah
are removed from the Aron HaKodesh for Krias HaTorah. Six
people are called for an Aliyah on the regular Parsha (plus any
Hosafah); the Rosh Chodesh piece, beginning with ��	� �����, is
read from the second; Kaddish is said on the 2nd and 3rd Seforim
and then Maftir-Parshas Shekalim is read from the third. The
Haftorah is ������ ������, for Shekalim.  (MB 685:3-5)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Mishna (Shekalim 1:3) discusses how generally, those who
refused or neglected to bring their obligatory gift of �
	� �����

(1/2 of a Shekel) to the Beis HaMikdash would have to suffer
having some item taken from them as collateral to guarantee
payment. Exceptions to this included ��
�
� ��	
 (women and
children) who were not obligated to contribute. R’ Ovadiah of
Bartinura defines ��
�
 as even those who were over 13, mentally
and physically, but were not yet at the age of 20, as the Posuk
requires: ����� �
	 ���	� ���. The Rambam and Ramban
disagree, defining ��
�
 as they are everywhere - under 13. R’
Akiva Eiger (�"�	 9) explains that as women were exempt from
paying the �
	� �����, they are also exempt from davening
Musaf, as the �
	� ����� was used to fund Korbanos, which
includes Musaf.  Under �
���	 ���� ���	
� only men, who
contributed to the Korban Musaf,  should have to daven Musaf. If
so, perhaps those under 20 should also be exempt from Musaf,
according to R’ Ovadiah and as such, would not be permitted to
act as Shliach Tzibur. The Be’er Yitzchok (�"�� 20:3) disagrees
with R’ Akiva Eiger, arguing that based on such an exemption for
women, Kohanim, Leviim and those under 20 should also be
exempt from davening Musaf. As this has never been the case,
there is clearly no connection between Shekalim and Tefilas
Musaf - all are obligated to say it. The Shoel Umaishiv (2:2:55)
deals with Musaf being a time-dependent mitzvah, but concludes
that just as women are obligated in Kiddush because whoever is
obligated in the Issurim of Shabbos is also obligated in its
mitzvos, so too, Musaf is included in the mitzvos of Shabbos. As
such, those under the age of 20 are also equally obligated in it and
may therefore be ����� others as Shliach Tzibur for Musaf.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
5
� &KDLP� 9ROR]KLQHU�� ZKLOH� 5RVK� <HVKLYD� LQ� 9ROR]KLQ�� ZDV� GLVSOHDVHG
ZLWK�WKH�FRQGXFW�RI�PDQ\�ERFKXULP�GXULQJ�GDYHQLQJ��,QVWHDG�RI�VLWWLQJ
DQG�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ� WKH�6LGGXU�� WKH\�ZRXOG�ZDON� WR� DQG� IUR�� XS� DQG
GRZQ� WKH� DLVOHV�� ZLWKRXW� VWRSSLQJ�� DOO� WKH� ZKLOH� GDYHQLQJ�� 'XULQJ� D
6KPRR]H��5
�&KDLP�TXRWHG�WKH�0LVKQD� LQ�$YRV������� �ZKLFK�GHVFULEHG
WKH�PLUDFOHV�ZKLFK�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�WKH�%HLV�+D0LNGDVK��DPRQJ�ZKLFK�ZDV
WKH�PLUDFOH� ZKHUH� HYHU\RQH� VWRRG� FURZGHG� WRJHWKHU� RQ� <RP� .LSSXU�
EXW�PLUDFXORXVO\� KDG� PXFK� SHUVRQDOL]HG� URRP� ZKHQ� ERZLQJ�� ZLWKRXW
EXPSLQJ� LQWR� D� QHLJKERU�� 5
� &KDLP� DVNHG�� ,I� +DVKHP� PDGH� VXFK� D
PLUDFOH��ZK\�FRXOG�+H�QRW�KDYH�PDGH� LW� VXFK� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH� VWDQGLQJ
LQLWLDOO\� ZLWK�PRUH� URRP� DURXQG� WKHP� "� ,W� PXVW� EH� WKDW� +DVKHP� ZDV
FRQFHUQHG� WKDW� ZLWK� DORW� RI� URRP� IRU� HYHU\RQH� ZKLOH� VWDQGLQJ�� PDQ\
SHRSOH�ZRXOG�VWDUW�ZDONLQJ�DURXQG��DV�ZH�VHH�WKH�FXVWRP�KDV�EHFRPH
WRGD\�� +RZHYHU�� VXFK� ZRXOG� QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� D� .DYRG� IRU� WKH� %HLV
+D0LNGDVK�DV�LW�LV�DOVR�QRW�D�.DYRG�IRU�D�%HLV�+D.QHVVHV�

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Kiffel family.


