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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Mechilta quotes R' Yishmael who says that whenever the
Torah uses the word "��"  (if), it is a voluntary reference except
for 3 places:  1) �� �	�� ��
�� �� � ��, where it is a ���� to build
a �� �; 2) ���� ��� ��, where one has a ���� to lend money to
those in need; and 3) ������� ��
� ���
� ���, which was the
Korban Omer, an obligatory Korban. The Gemara (Sotah 3a)
states R' Yishmael’s opinion that three other mitzvos (warning
one’s wife against seclusion with another man; a Kohen’s ability
to make himself ��� for a deceased relative; and the prohibition
against freeing a gentile slave) were also in fact, voluntary.
Tosafos asks, won’t there be three mitzvos now missing from the
613 ? The Chasam Sofer (Gittin 38a) cites an answer given by R’
Avrohom Brody that R’ Yishmael is consistent with his opinion
in Menachos (28a) where he says that the four tzitzis on each of
the four corners of a garment are really a fulfillment of four
mitzvos, thus filling in the missing three. Chasam Sofer asks,
how is this different from eating several �� � slices of a Korban
Pesach, where although one fulfills a mitzvah with each slice, it
could not be said that each slice is a separate mitzvah in the 613
mitzvos. The Panim Masbiros points out that this is exactly the
difference that R’ Yishmael intended. When one eats several �� �

slices of the Korban Pesach, he is merely duplicating the same
deed several times, which collectively fulfill the mitzvah of
Korban Pesach. However, according to R’ Yishmael, each of the
four tzitzis is a separate fulfillment of a distinct mitzvah and
should therefore be listed as such in the ������ ��
�.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
When would someone omit the phrase ... ���� ���	 ‘� at the
beginning of the Shacharis Shemona Esrei ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Is there Sheva Berachos in Bentsching if the Chasan was too ill to attend?)

The Devar Yehoshua (5:12) cites the Tevuos Shor’s ruling that if
the Chasan does not attend the Seudah because he had to go
somewhere on business, no Sheva Berachos are said. However, if
he is too ill to attend, the Sheva Berachos are said even in his
absence.

DIN'S CORNER:
Matzoh that is of a quality that one could be ���� the mitzvah of
eating matzoh on Pesach night with it may not be eaten the entire
day of Erev Pesach, and many have the custom not to eat such
matzoh from Rosh Chodesh Nisan or even from Purim. This
includes matzoh that was baked improperly in a way that we
assume the possibility that it might be chometz, such as where
parts of it are folded or doubled over, or where an air bubble has
formed. Such matzos are still considered to be matzoh for this
purpose and may not be eaten Erev Pesach.  (MB 471:12)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 28a) states that R’ Yochanan was
receiving medical treatment for a tooth disease from an
idolatrous, gentile woman. She treated him on Thursday and
Friday and assured him that, as he would find it difficult to come
to her on Shabbos, there would be no harm in his skipping one
day. R’ Yochanan was concerned that he might need the therapy
on Shabbos and insisted that she tell him the secret of her
treatment so that he could prepare it himself. She asked him to
swear that he would not reveal it to anyone, upon which R’
Yochanan swore to Hashem that he would not reveal it. She told
him the secret and during his Shiur the next day, R’ Yochanan
promptly announced the secret of his treatment publicly. R’
Yochanan’s excuse was that he swore to Hashem not to reveal it,
and he had in fact not revealed it to Hashem. Apparently, R’
Yochanan held that when the public welfare could be enhanced,
he was not bound by the Drasha from the Gemara (Yuma 4b)
deriving from: ���� … ���� ‘� ����� that one may not disclose
something received in confidence, unless permitted specifically
by the one who confided in him. Needless to say, when one is
motivated by ���� �� �� ����� �� to rescue someone from
entering into a bad deal etc…, such concerns of confidentiality
become secondary at best. Yet, the Gemara (Sanhedrin 31a)
states that a student revealed a secret that had been kept
confidential for twenty two years and as a result, he was ejected
from the Beis HaMidrash. The Margoliyos Hayam explained that
the student waited twenty two years because it was after that
period of time that the brothers, who had sold Yosef and had
sworn each other to secrecy over it, finally revealed the truth to
Yaakov. However, the Gemara indicates that even after twenty
two years there is no statute of limitations on revealing secrets.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
$� '\EEXN� �VSLULW�� RQFH� HQWHUHG� WKH� VRXO� RI� D� \RXQJ� WDLORU� LQ� 9LOQD�

FDXVLQJ�KLP� WR� UXQ� DURXQG� VKRXWLQJ� DQG� EDUNLQJ� OLNH� D� GRJ�� 7KH�5RY

ZDV�FDOOHG�DQG�WKURXJK�KLV�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZDV�RYHUKHDUG

EHWZHHQ� WKH� VSLULW� DQG� WKH� WDLORU�� 7KH� VSLULW� ZDV� WKDW� RI� D� UHFHQWO\

GHFHDVHG� ORFDO� VFKRRO� WHDFKHU� ZKR� KDG� EHHQ� YHU\� EHORYHG� E\� WKH

WRZQVSHRSOH�DQG�ZKR�KDG�UHWXUQHG�WR�HQOLVW�WKH�WDLORU·V�KHOS�LQ�UHSD\LQJ

D�GHEW�WR�VRPHRQH��7KH�VSLULW�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKLV�GHEW�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ

EORFNLQJ�KLV�DFFHSWDQFH�LQWR�*DQ�(GHQ��ZKLFK�WKH�WDLORU�IRXQG�SX]]OLQJ�

VLQFH� KH� NQHZ� WKDW� WKLV� WHDFKHU� KDG� FRPPLWWHG� DQRWKHU�� PRUH

HJUHJLRXV�VLQ�ZKLOH�DOLYH�ZKLFK�VXUHO\�ZRXOG�SUHYHQW�KLV�HQWUDQFH�LQWR

*DQ� (GHQ��:KHQ� WKH� WDLORU� DVNHG� WKH� VSLULW� DERXW� WKDW� RWKHU� VLQ�� WKH

VSLULW�UHSOLHG�WKDW�RQO\�VLQV�EHWZHHQ�KLP�DQG�KLV� IHOORZ�PDQ�UHPDLQHG

WR�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK��$OO�RWKHUV�KDG�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�SDUGRQHG�LQ�WKH�PHULW

RI�KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKUHH�KRXUV�RI�7RUDK�VWXG\�HYHU\�QLJKW�

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Jarashow family.


