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IMPORTANCE OF .... DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Gemara(Makos11b) states that one who goed3alusfor ||| The Gemara (Sotah47a) states that Rus was the daughtg
having killed unintentionally may not leave thepn »y for any|| Eglon who was the son of Balak, king of Moav. However, w
reason until thekohen Gadoldies, even if the Jewish natifjrthe 5 kings of Midian were killedTargum Yonasamdds afte
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needs his services desperately, such as if he were thel|diaf's name 52 xn", indicating that Balak was of Midian, @s

commander of the army. We derive from the word® o 9w« [| Rashi also explains inParshas Balak.According to Targum
that he must live, die and be buried there, if need be.|[| M@asanif Balak was of Midian, how did his son Eglon surv,
Rambam(ns» 7:8) rules accordingly, adding that if tmesy [ the war against Midian, where all males were killed ang
does leave the city, he hasst »nn” — relinquished his lifell women and children taken captive ? TWaHarshaholds that
since theotn Sx» will now be able to reach him and exgdheMidrashsuggesting that Balak was of Midian argues with

vengeanceMeforshimask how such a relatively minaritzvah
requiring him to remain in thebpn y, can take preceden(
over all othemitzvos.Surely importantmitzvossuch as bringing
a Korban Pesachand/or saving lives should push aside
obligation ofmw . The Or Sameactanswers that to allow t
nsy to leave the city would place his life in danger and no o
required to risk his life, even to save others. However,
Rambam(ibid 5:11) rules that if thensi left the city mwa —
unintentionally, he has not beemr 9m and theotn Sx» may
therefore not harm him. If so, could we not establish that i
ns must leave the city for an importamitzvah that it be ng
worse than his leavingwwa, and, having thereby removed t{
threat of danger from thertn Sxw, the importanmitzvahcould
benmt the one keeping him in thebpn »y ! The Gemara(ibid)
derives from aKal VaChomerthat if the Kohen Gadoldied
immediately after sentencing, they would not go toGalusat
all ( - if death lets him out of thebpn »y, it certainly frees hi
from going). Thus, an additionaChomer (xwn) exists,
obligating him to stay once he has enteredotim »y, over ong
who has only been sentenced but has not yet arriv&hius.
Any nnow, even for amsn transgresses thisymn, placing him
in danger. However, leavingwa is not deemed an»y, so he
remains protected.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

When would someone be called up to frerah for an Aliyah
and remain there for thrediyos?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:

(When is thera™a nyn only if ©1Y testify in the middle of thAveirat?)

The Or Sameach(nam 9:3) states that one s a»n for
kidnapping only if 913 xsm” — the victim is still in the
kidnapper'smw when the witnesses testify against him.

DIN'S CORNER: ‘

One may not eat meat or chicken during the Nine Dayf.

restaurateur may nevertheless continue to serve meat to
who wish it because of the possibility that refusal to serve

would cause customers to patronize another restaurant. Als(j,n¢blected the 3rd facet — lodging. 2WN without the Lamed = wx "
i

food itself is permitted - it is only one of the day's characterit
that forbids it, so one may be leniente€Chave Daa3:38)

aboveGemara.What is their point of disagreement ? TH#i
1(38) sayson: ym 5y was» that theBnei Yisroelsurrounded
Midian on all 4 sides. R' Nasan says they only surro
Midian on 3 sides. ThdRambanexplains that providing
bescape route on the fourth side serves two purposes:
ercourages and teaches us to act with compassion, even W
tiremies; and b) it provides the enemy with an alternative s
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they won't mount a desperate, suicidal defense againgnhi
Yisroel Thenxnb < suggests that even if Balak and Eglon
thieMidian, according to R' Nasan it was possible for Eglo

re
to

escape through the fourth side. He was then able to becomg king

& Moav later, just as his father had been. Bwmarawhich
says that Eglon was of Moav holds like tG&achomim that
Midian was surrounded on all four sides. As such, althoug
Midianite males were killed, Eglon was a Moavite and survi
The Rambam(o»»on 6:7) rules like R' Nasan instead of

e
Chachomimthat an escape route on one side must be prmh?ded

Why ? Theprs nbws (2:151) suggests that since tResuk
says:nwn nx ‘N My KRS in the middle, afterpm 5y xasn
insteadof aftersty 55 wm, the fulfillment ofHashens will is
clearly indicated inas», which is asyrn only if from 3 sides.
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A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
A villager came to the Koznitzer Magid with a complaint. It seems that
in spite of the fact that he was very hospitable, always inviting the poor
or the itinerant traveler to his home for a meal, he had been visited
with a tragedy — his house with all his belongings had burned down. [s
this how one is repaid for excellence in Hachnosas Orchim ? Not only
did he believe he was unjustly rewarded, but how could Hashem
expect him to continue the mijtzvah after losing all his worldly
possessions 7 The Magid studied the complainant for a moment and
then replied that indeed he was correct — excellence in Hachnosas
Orchim should have prevented this tragedy. However, the
quintessential Hachnosas Orchim is that which we learn from Avrohom,
wjo built an Aishel to provide food and lodging. Chazal note that the
theEd " PWN" is an acronym for NN, NY and M»?. "Although you
may have engaged in providing food and drink, you apparently
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