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IMPORTANCE OF ... |

The Gemara (Megilah 27b) says that the students of R’ Elazar b.
Shamua asked him what merit he believed had granted him long
life. He replied: "All my life, | never used a Shul as a short cut
(xm9p); | never stepped over someone's head; and | never lifted
my hands for Birchas Kohanim without first reciting a brocho".
The Ritva asks how having recited a brocho before ooy nnow)
could be considered such an unusual act, meriting a special
reward of long life. Is one not obligated to recite a brocho before
doing a mitzvah ? The Turel Even suggests that perhaps it was R’
Elazar who ingtituted the brocho herein the first place, since there
were many mitzvos that did not have berachos to precede them.
However, the Pardes Yosef points out that the Gemara (Sotah
39a) derives that a Kohen must wash his hands before ovas nxow)
from the Posuk: "t nx 1572y w1 02> v, where after washing
one’s hands, the Kohanim are bidden to bless Hashem, indicating
that the brocho xR v mvrTpa »w1p WX has its source in a
Posuk. R' Moshe Feinstein ZT'L (Ilgros Moshe n'w 3:17)
suggests that R’ Elazar b. Shamua's accomplishment was that he
insisted on saying the brocho himself rather than listening to
another and being xs» with him. Presumably, when other
Kohanim saw R’ Elazar saying the brocho himself, they too
followed his example. The combined and accrued mst from all
those Kohanim would have sufficed to provide him with long life.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

Where would one owe money to another and admit it, but be 709
from paying, even though the creditor is not Snm ?

Rl
(Monsey/Spring Valley Z'manim) N\')J 1178 0)
Candles Mincha DafYomi Shiur Shachris ¥’ Y0
Friday 8:05 6:50/7:45 9:10
Shabbos 8:00 6:35 7:35 9:00 9:10
Sunday 8:20 7:50 7:30 9:10

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Gemara (Bava Basra 138b) states that altbgh the rule ig
M9 NXOW DTRD P53, which allows one to acquire something

for

another, even without his knowledge, yet, if one accepted @ gift

for another's benefit but the beneficiary objected to it whe
heard of it, the gift is void because gifts are not alway®g as
Chazal say mn> mamm xww. However, theMachaneh Ephraim

suggests that where a benefit isva mav (absolute benefit), the
later

acquisition would be effective and binding, despite any
protest from the beneficiary. He cites tBemara (Sotah 25a)
which asks: may a man cancel thep (warning) that he gave

N he

o]

his wife regarding seclusion with someone ? An answer is ofﬂeered

from the ability ofBeis Din to extendwp (if necessary) to th
wives of those who are deaf, insane or imprisoned, who cann
so themselves. This ability is basedwm x>v 08D pov. If it
were possible to cancebp, the Gemara asserts, woul@eis Din
do something that could easily be voided by the husband an
risk disgrace ? It must be that he cannot cancel and thabth
remains effective even if he subsequently objects, which i
position of theMachaneh Ephraim. The v"» my n"w (110)
objects to this proof, arguing that even if we allowed a husba
cancel a2wp, this power would only apply tosap given by thg
husband or his agent. However the abilitydeifs Din to give»»p
is derived from &Posuk: nvwn » v wK, and not simply fron)
the rule ofywa xbvw DIND 5%, which could theoretically hay
been used to justifywp by anyone, on the husband's behalf,
such, although th&emara ultimately concludes that a»p may
be cancelledBeis Din's»»p may not be cancelled.

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:

(What may be eaten Shabbos only if prepared on Shabbos, but not before ?)

The Mishna Berurah (254:3) states that food cooked before
Shabbos which did not reach the status of "7 12 Y580, May
not be completed and eaten on Shabbos. However, the Gemara
(Shabbos 38a) states that one who cooked on Shabbos mwa is
permitted to eat what he cooked.

DIN'S CORNER:

If one has a cake with letters, words or a design on it, one may cut
through it on Shabbos provided the letters etc.. were made from
the same dough as the cake, whether the letters are sunken, flat or
protruding. However, if instead, the letters or design etc.. are
made from icing or something other than the cake, one may then
only cut in between words, but not between letters within a word,
and certainly not into a letter. Once a slice has been properly cut,

word or letters with one’s mouth or teeth. Letters drawn

340:15-17)

it is permitted to eat the slice even if one will thereby “break’]|tbear will merit to have sons-in-law who are Talmidei Chachomim."

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:

R' Tevel Levin had an “Iluy'ishe” (genius) Talmid Chochom of a son to
marry off but because of his poor finances, he felt compelled to be
Meshadech him to marry the daughter of a wealthy, but unlearned
businessman, who immediately put aside a substantial sum of money to
facilitate and alleviate R’ Tevel's wedding expenditures. R’ Tevel and his
wealthy Mechutan traveled to meet R’ Tevel's father — R’ Tzvi Hirsch
Levin, Rav of Berlin. When R’ Tzvi Hirsch heard how and why the
Shidduch had been arranged, he grew visibly upset, criticizing his son
for arranging a marriage with a girl whose father was not a Talmid
Chochom. R' Tzvi Hirsch took out a sum of money equal to what the
Mechutan had given R’ Tevel, added on a bit more as a “Knas" (penalty),
and paid back the Mechutan, calling off the Shidduch. The Mechutan
fainted. When he was revived, R' Tzvi Hirsch changed his mind, saying:
“If you fainted at the thought of losing a son-in-law who was a Talmid
Chochom, then you obviously qualify under the Gemara (Shabbos 23b):
P2 XOINAN DD 17 P23 PPIT — one who holds a Talmid Chochom

honey or fruit juice are of no consequence and may be cut/|(MBbration of the upcoming Chasunah Y'VwWa off daughter Chava to

'FD S Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Burman family in

Matthew Wolin.
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