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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Or HaChaim HaKadosh relates the Kabbalistic restriction
on studying ��
� (TaNaCH) at night to the words ��
� ����,
quoting a Beraisa (see ��
�� on Ki Sisa) which states that while
Moshe was in ���	 receiving the Torah, he knew when it was
day because Hashem would teach him ��
�; when he was taught
Mishna, Moshe knew it was night. The Birkei Yosef (�” �� 238)
rejects this proof because we don’t find anywhere that one is
similarly prohibited from studying Mishna by day. However, the
Mishna (Shabbos 12a) states: �
� ���� ����
 ��� - one may not
read (i.e. ��
�) to the light of a candle on Shabbos, for fear he
may adjust its light, implying that reading Chumash etc.. on
Friday night would be otherwise permissible. The ����� 	���

(�” �� 2:186) therefore concludes that the sanctity of Shabbos and
Yom Tov provide an exception to the rule, allowing one to study
Chumash and Navi on the nights of Shabbos and Yom Tov,
adding that this protection extends to Thursday night as well. In
any case, according to ������ 	��	� ���� (6:2), the restriction on
��
� only applies to one who simply reads the text, without
benefit of any Meforshim. However, if the learning can be
characterized as the study of �� ���	 ���� because of the
additional commentaries, it is the equivalent of studying
Gemara, which invariably includes Pesukim as well and is still
permitted at night. The Pri Megadim (�” �� 238) adds that saying
Tehillim, even without Meforshim is permitted because they are
not read for purposes of study but rather as songs of praise for
Hashem, which is always permitted. Similarly, the ����� 	���

(�” �� 2:107) permitted a scribe to write a Sefer Torah at night
even though he was required to say each word aloud as he wrote
it, because it was not deemed the "study" of ��
�.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
If one ate in the Sukkah on the first night of Succos while in
middle of doing another mitzvah, has he been ���� ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Is eating Erev Yom Kippur a ���� ��  from which women are exempt ?)

R' Akiva Eiger (16) was unsure if women should be obligated
because it is tied to the fast, or ���� if it is an independent ����.
Ksav Sofer (�” �� 112) ruled that a woman who is so ill that she
will not fast on Yom Kippur need not eat Erev Yom Kippur, since
it is either tied to the fast (and she won't fast), or it's ���� �� .

DIN'S CORNER:
Since the ��
�� '� (Esrog, Lulav etc..) must belong to the one who
is using them for the mitzvah, one should not purchase them on
credit, promising to pay after Succos is over. If necessary, one
should explicitly arrange to make a ��

 immediately, and treat
the payment as a ���. Otherwise, if the check bounces, he might
not have been ����. (Tshuvos V'Hanhagos  3:191-2)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara  (Kidushin 41a) states a general rule that when one
is presented with a mitzvah, it is a greater fulfillment of the
mitzvah when he performs it himself, rather than to do so through
a Shliach (agent). The Yismach Moshe (end of �
�) notes that
this rule only applies where the Shliach was retained without
pay. However, where the Shliach receives ��	, then the payment
of wages by the sender is deemed the equivalent of a personal,
physical act. The same concept explains the ruling of the Rema
(�” �� 242:34) where the lost object of one's father must be given
precedence over a lost item of one's Rebbi only where the father
is paying the Rebbi to teach his son, because payment renders it
as if the father himself is teaching the son. Otherwise, the Rebbi's
item goes first. The Magen Avraham (�” �� 432:5) cites a similar
outcome, where a man is told to do Bedikas Chometz himself,
because of ����	�� ���� �� ����. Yet, in those areas where some
pay to have it done for them, one may still hire another to do it.
The Rambam (���� ��� 7:1) rules that although it is a mitzvah for
every man to physically write a Sefer Torah, if one does not
know how to write, another should do it for him. What if he can
write, but not well ? The Chayei Adam (68:7) raises this question
- is it better to write a Sefer Torah himself, illegibly, or to hire a
scribe to do it nicely, and leaves the question unresolved.
Certainly, since one may hire someone to do a mitzvah and have
it deemed as if the sender did it, it should be no problem to hire
somone to erect one's Sukkah. However, the ARI Z"L states that
the sweat one produces in laboring for a mitzvah erases sin the
same as tears, which could not be achieved thru another's sweat.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
$�PDQ� FDPH� WR� WKH� &KRIHW]� &KDLP� DQG� SRXUHG� RXW� KLV� WDOH� RI� ZRH�

:KDWHYHU�YRFDWLRQ��EXVLQHVV�RU�WUDGH�KH�WULHG��KH�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�PDNH�D

VXFFHVV�RI��+H�KDG�GHFLGHG�WKHUHIRUH��WR�SLFN�KLPVHOI�XS�DQG�WUDYHO�WR

WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��ZKHUH�KH�KDG�KHDUG�� WKH� ´VWUHHWV�ZHUH� SDYHG�ZLWK

JROGµ� DOEHLW� ´HYHQ� WKH� VWRQHV� ZHUH� 7UDLIH� µ�� DQG� KH� ZLVKHG� WR� NQRZ

ZKHWKHU�WKH�&KRIHW]�&KDLP�WKRXJKW�LW�D�JRRG�LGHD��7KH�&KRIHW]�&KDLP

UHSOLHG�WKDW�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�KLV�GLOHPPD�OD\�LQ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�GR�WKH�����
�


�ZDYLQJ�RI�WKH�/XODY��RQ�6XFFRV��7KH�FXVWRP�LV�WR�ZDYH�WKH�/XODY�LQ�DOO

GLUHFWLRQV�ZKHQ�ZH�VD\��
����	���¶���
��EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�ZH�QHHG�D����	�

ZH� ORRN� WR� DQ\� GLUHFWLRQ� DQG� WU\� ZKDWHYHU� VWUDWHJ\� LV� DYDLODEOH�

+RZHYHU��WKLV�LV�RQO\�WKH�FDVH�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�LQ�QHHG�RI�DQ�DFWXDO����	���

L�H��GHOLYHUDQFH� IURP�D�GHVSHUDWH�VLWXDWLRQ��VXFK�DV�QR� IRRG� WR�SXW�RQ

WKH� WDEOH��:KHUH� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG��ZKDW�ZH� VHHN� LV� VXFFHVV� LQ� RXU

OLYHV�� WKHQ�ZH� VHH� IURP� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� IRU��
�������� ¶���
�� ZH� GR� QRW

ZDYH�WKH�/XODY��WKDW�ZH�PD\�QRW�MXVW�UXQ�DQ\ZKHUH�DQG�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WR

DFKLHYH� VXFFHVV�� ´,I� \RXU� VLWXDWLRQ� LV� GHVSHUDWH� DQG� \RX� EHOLHYH� WKDW

PRYLQJ�WR� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�\RX�ZLWK�D����	��� WKHQ�E\�DOO

PHDQV�JR�DKHDG��+RZHYHU��LI�\RX�DUH�JHWWLQJ�E\��EXW�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�ILQG

VWUHHWV� SDYHG�ZLWK� JROG� WR� DFKLHYH� VXFFHVV�� WKHQ�P\� DGYLFH� LV� QRW� WR

ULVN�\RXU����
����LQ�WKH�VSLULWXDO�ZDVWHODQG�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�µ

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sheli family. All are
invited to a Simchas Bais HaShoeva �”�� Monday night at the Sternbergs.


