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The Gemara (nvwo 48a) states that Yochanan Kohen Gadol
conducted a survey throughout Eretz Yisroel and discovered that
often, the uneducated Am HaAretz was separating Terumah from
his produce, but not Maaser. He therefore instituted that everyone
purchasing such "ssnt" fruits from an Am HaAretz must separate
Maaseros from them, just in case. The omon m>mo derives an
additional reason to suspect an Am HaAretz of not separating
Maaser, from the Posuk: "t N NRPY 15N wnd ...owyn wy.
Tosafos (Bava Basra 21a) quotes the Sfri which states that from
here we see that one who separates Maaser (wyn awy) will merit
to learn Torah (mon wnd). Since the Am HaAretz-seller is
uneducated, clearly he hadn't separated Maaser as he was
required to. If he had, he would have been now to Torah and
would no longer be an Am HaAretz. The Gemara (Avodah Zara
39a) states that if the former wife or daughter of an Am HaAretz
should marry a 7an (one who is scrupulous in matters of purity),
she must first accept upon herself the restrictions of a =an.
Otherwise, she will retain the status of Am HaAretz and will not
benefit from the title of 7an nwx. In mMbSw nnwm (62), R' Shlomo
Zaman Auerbach ZT"L observed that today, the Torah-observant
are willing to trust each other regarding Maaser without anyone
undergoing an official acceptance of nyan. He explains that in
the time of Chazal, when everyone had to do so, if someone
refused to accept m1an, he was automatically deemed an Am
HaAretz. However, today, since we have not instituted a mman
program, we may rely on the basic maw> npyn of each other,
without which, even separation of Terumah would be suspect.

PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

If it is better to throw onesdlf into a fiery furnace, rather than
embarrass someone, why is embarrassing not included with the
three sins one must sacrifice one'slife for, rather than transgress ?
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The Mishna (nm»1y 8:7) quotes R' Yehoshua who makes a
statement originating as a Halacha L’Moshe M’Snai that when
Eliyahu HaNavi will arrive, he will not focus on oy or clearing
up questions of who is anv or mnv but will be busy equalizing
the intimidator with the intimidated. R' Tzvi Hirsch Kalisher
asked why the events preceding Moshiach's arrival are to be
called a Halacha ? Eliyahu will undoubtedly do as he is required.
Of what use is this information to us, Halachically ? He explains
that when all will converge on Yerushalayim, the Mishna (ibid
8:6) will alow Korbanos even before the Beis HaMikdash is
rebuilt. However, without a Navi, a Korban would be impossible
because we wouldn't know who is truly a pure Kohen; and
without the nm785 of a Korban, the power of Nevuah to tell us
could not be activated. Therefore, the Halacha L'Moshe M'Snai
teaches us that Eliyahu will not be concerned with the oy or
mmw of the officiating Kohen, allowing us to presume he is
eligible, without requiring a Navi’s confirmation. This is aso
suggested by the Sifri who derives from the Posuk: mpw nxas
wITn NOWY - that one must first seek out the Beis HaMikdash on
one's own and only afterwards will the Navi come and confirm.
As such, Rav Kalisher suggested that Korbanos be permitted
today as well, on a mam in the area of the Beis HaMikdash.
However, the most that can be derived conclusively from this
Sfri is that the Bnel Yisroel were being urged to find the wpnn
PN, but to wait for the Navi before Korbanos. The Tztz Eliezer
(10:5) suggests, based on the Yalkut Shimoni (Shmuel 2:24) that
we may fulfill swwytn wowd today by concentrating three times
daily when saying: omn7a 185 723wa w»y Adnm.

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:

(Why don’t we say oy Yan 12 7na awx in the Shabbos Kiddush ?)

Since Hashem “chose” us (vt »m ..o »an onNi) at Matan
Torah, but Shabbos was given to us previously in Marah, we do
not say oy Yan wa N1 WK in its Kiddush, as we do on Yom Tov.

DIN'S CORNER:

Normally, one is obligated to give Tzedaka to facilitate a needy
person's fulfillment of a Mitzvah in a basic way, but not in a
1 way, unless he specificaly asks for it. Thus, if he wishes
to fulfill v2 npaT> by marrying his daughter only to a Talmid
Chochom, he must be assisted in doing so, and he may spend
more than awmin (20%) of his assets. (Tshuvos V'Hanhag 3:391)

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:

R' Shimon Alter, brother of the Sefas Emes, had decided to suggest to
his brother the Rebbe, a Shidduch between their children. R' Shimon
held that the match was so fitting and natural that he traveled to Ger
and presented it to the Sefas Emes himself, without engdaging a
Shadchan. The Sefas Emes told him that when Hashem offered the
Torah to all the other nations, not one of them accepted. When it came
time to offer it to Bnei Yisroel, He decided to use Moshe Rabbeinu as
an intermediary and the Bne/ Yisroel accepted. R' Shimon understood
the implication and realized that to pursue that Shidduch would be
fruitless. Several years later, R' Shimon wished to marry his daughter off
to the Sefas Emes’ son Moshe Betzalel. This time he sent a Shadchan
and received a positive response from his brother. The Shidduch was
quickly and easily implemented.

PS Sholosh Seudos is sponsored this week by the Chaimowitz
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